
Call for Participation 
 

Women and Theatre Program Preconference 
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 

Detroit, MI 
 

Driving Change 
 

The Women and Theatre Program invites proposals for the 2020 ATHE Preconference, which 
will convene in Detroit, MI. ATHE’s larger theme, “DRIVE,” refers to Detroit’s role in the 
automotive industry. 
 
In August of 2018, 116 years after Cadillac Automobile Company was established, a procession 
of over 100 pink Cadillacs driven by women rolled down Detroit’s Seven Mile. Drivers had 
come from across the country to form a “Freeway of Love” celebrating the life of the Queen of 
Soul and Detroit daughter Aretha Franklin. As the Queen of Soul sang, “Sisters are Doing it For 
Themselves.” In conversation with the ATHE Conference theme of “DRIVE,” the Women and 
Theatre Program (WTP) examines how feminist performance drives change. WTP invites 
proposals for workshops, panels, performances, and roundtable discussions that address the 
preconference theme. 

 
The Women and Theatre Program asks participants to consider the following questions for the 
preconference: 
 

• Detroit is known as Motor City. How have feminist artists engaged with things that go? 
What moves feminist theatre makers, critics, and educators? 

• Motown was founded in Detroit in 1961. How have musicians at Motown and elsewhere 
challenged or re-inscribed gender norms? 

• 2020 marks the 100th anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment. How did theatre 
and performance inform first-wave feminist activism? How do theatre and performance 
mark this anniversary? 

• What role is gender playing on the national stage as we move towards November’s 
presidential election? 

• How does feminist performance and/as activism drive change? 
 
Submission Process: 
Submit abstracts by Friday, March 27 to WTP Vice President and Preconference Planner Lisa 
Sloan at lsloan@pridecentersi.org with the words “WTP Precon” in the subject line. Please feel 
free to contact Lisa with any questions about the preconference or the submission process. 
 
For fully formed panels, roundtables, and performances, please submit proposals of no more than 
500 words. Include the name, title, affiliation, and email contact for each presenter; a description 
of the panel/performance; and the title, topic, and description of individual papers if relevant. For 
performances, also describe any technical needs and length of time needed. Please note that WTP 



is only able to provide limited technical support. For individual papers, please submit an abstract 
of 250 words, and include your name, affiliation, and email address. 
 
NOTE: WTP does not accept proposals indicating that presenters are still to be determined. All 
persons whose names appear on submissions must have agreed to attend the WTP preconference. 
   
About the Women in Theatre Preconference: This one-day preconference is a project of the 
Women and Theatre Program that precipitates the annual meeting of the Association for Theatre 
in Higher Education. WTP preconference events feature panels, informal discussions, 
workshops, and performances as a means to foster both research and production of feminist 
theatre activities. 


